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REF: ANKARA 2957 

1. ACCORDING TO USUALLY WELL-INFORMED TURKISH JOURNALIST 
NILUFER YALCIN, REPORTING IN THE APRIL 23 MILLIYET, GREECE 

HAS SUGGESTED TO TURKEY THAT BOTH COUNTRIES SUSPEND OIL PROSPECT- 
ING IN THE AEGEAN UNTIL THE DISPUTE OVER THE CONTINENTAL SHELF HAS 
BERN RESOLVED. ACCORDING TO YALCIN'S ACCOUNT, THE GREEK 
PROPOSAL WAS PRESENTED TO TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER TURAN 
GUNES THROUGH CONTACTS AT THE RECENT UNGA SPECIAL 
SESSION IN NEW YORK. 

2. GUNES REPORTEDLY SAID TURKEY WOULD NEVER ALLOW THE AEGEAN 
TO BE TURNED INTO A "GREEK LAKE". AND THAT TALKS WERE NECESSARY 
TO RESOLVE THE DISPUTE OVER THE SHELF; OTHERWISE, TURKEY WOULD 
COMMENCE OIL PROSPECTING IN THE AREA. ACCORDING TO YALCIN, 

GUNES SAID THE FACT THAT NATO HAD GIVEN TO GREECE THE RESPON- 
SIBILITY OF DEFENDING THE AEGEAN IN TIME OF WAR WAS A DUTY, NOT 
A RIGHT; THERE WAS NO AGREEMENT GIVING ATHENS THE RIGHT TO LAY 
CLAIM TO THE AREA BECAUSE OF THESE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 
GUNES REPORTEDLY SAID TURKEY WOULD NOT SEEK PERMISSION FROM 
ATHENS TO HOLD MANEUVERS IN THE AEGEAN, WHICH TURKEY CONSIDERS 
TO BE HIGH SEAS. 
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